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THE CONTEXT OF THE PROBLEM 

 

There are 875 million guns in the world. Police, armies and other government agencies possesses 

only 25%. Around 75% are owned by civilians including private security campanies! paramilitary forces 

and other armed groups. 

 

The deadly problem of gun violence is fundamentally gendered-men, women, boys and girls are 

differently impacted, differently involved and have different responses. 

 

Guns and small arms are almost never imported, exported or manufactured bought or sold by women. 

Yet they have a disproportionate and massive impact on the lives of women. For every occasion when 

a gun is fired, there are many others when it is used to threaten, intimidate, achieve a robbery or rape, 

or prevent a woman from escaping from abusive relationship. 

 

Women pay other related costs of gun violence when they become the main bread winners and 

primary care givers in families where a man has been killed, injured or disabled by gun violence. They 

are also left to seek justice for victims from unresponsive policies and courts in a culture of impunity. 

 

Key problems in relation to SALW and armed violence on women is premised of the fact that most 

men possess guns while very few women posses guns. 

 

That access to guns by men are sometimes through legitimate process but in their private association, 

men tend to use the weapons to perpetuate violence against women. 

 

That men who posses SALW besides using it for the right purposes, in most circumstance end up 

using them against women, to coerce them into sex, 

exacerbate rape, defilement and incest, and it is further used to intimidate them not to report to 

authorities. 

 

Possession of SALW by men enhances their self esteem among peer, leading to them using it to instill 

fear, settle disputes related to ownership of girlfriends or wives, command respect and demand sexual 

favors. 

 

That this relationship between SALW, violence and masculinity fuels the demand for ownership of 

guns critically exacerbating domestic abuse, threats and violence against women. 

 

That in Sub-Saharan Africa, countries undergoing civil war, guns are used to force women into camps 

as refugees and internally displaced persons, but that the same guns are used to coerce them to sex 

by even security personnel supposed to protect them. 

 

That in post war countries where SALW are not yet collected from those possessing it, guns are used 

in communities to instill fear and violence against women 

 

THE NEED TO WORK WITH MEN 

 

In many cultures, there is a strong social and cultural association between masculinity and possessing 

a gun. 



 

It is evident that men comprise the majority of those who use SALW and also the majority of the direct 

victims of its violence. 

 

Guns are overwhelmingly owned and used by men, in contexts of both conflict and formal peace 

including those who posses guns for leisure pursuit and self Defence. 

 

Most violent people are men, influenced by exaggerated notions of masculinity that vengeful violence 

is justified. 

 

It is therefore crucial that men are targeted in all interventions geared towards the reduction and 

control of SALW 

 

 

STRATEGIES TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEM 

 

To address this issue, there is need to; 

 

-Establish democratic state with strong security sector institutions which are more responsive to the 

security needs of both men and women 

-integrate gender approaches in the prevention and control programs. Most of the men are husbands, 

brothers, sons, boyfriends etc to women; involving women in programs to rid out guns from men is 

critical 

-Involvement of women in decision making, peace negotiations, post war disarmament and 

resettlement programs is paramount. 

-Ensure that government implement international conventions and treaties relating to peace and 

security especially UN Security Council resolution 1325 on women, peace and security. 

-establish community campaign program to dismantle entrenched socio-economic, class, ethnic and 

gender inequalities. 

-Firearm prohibitions for high-risk groups — domestic violence offenders, persons convicted of violent 

misdemeanor crimes, and individuals with mental illness who have been adjudicated as being a threat 

to themselves or to others — have been shown to reduce violence. 

 

- The licensing of handgun purchasers, background check requirements for all gun sales, and close 

oversight of retail gun sellers can reduce the diversion of guns to criminals. 

 

-Reducing the incidence of gun violence will require interventions through multiple systems, including 

legal, public health, public safety, community, and health. Increasing the availability of data and 

funding will help inform and evaluate policies designed to reduce gun violence. 

 

- Prevention of violence occurs along a continuum that begins in early childhood with programs to help 

parents raise emotionally healthy children and ends with efforts to identify and intervene with troubled 

individuals who are threatening violence. 

 

-Leaders and community must take the lead in advocating for community-based collaborative problem-

solving models to address the prevention of gun violence. Such models should blend prevention 

strategies in an effort to overcome the tendency within many community service systems. 

 

-There has been some success with community-based programs involving police training in crisis 

intervention and with community members trained in mental health first aid. These programs need 

further piloting and study so they can be expanded to additional communities as appropriate. 

 

-In addition, public health messaging campaigns on safe gun storage are needed. The practice of 



keeping all firearms appropriately stored and locked must become the only socially acceptable norm. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The parliamentary forum on Small arms and light weapons has been working with Parliamentarians to 

address the issue of small arms control and reduction. Our focus is to rally the support of 

parliamentarians around the world to advocate for policies, laws and budget allocation to address this 

issues. In our work, the involvement of women parliamentarians is crucial. 

 

 


